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Food for Thought:  You Want It When? 

  
 “And now, O Lord, for what do I wait? My hope is in you.” 

         ~Psalm 39:7 

  
      The other day, I just got an email from Amazon informing 

me that they were starting Prime Now in our area.  Prime Now will feature two-
hour delivery of 25,000+ household items and essentials that Amazon says we 
need every day.  It also features the best of Amazon for Prime members without 
any extra charges.  That includes one-hour delivery in the Baltimore area from 
Amazon affiliated restaurants as well as other non-Amazon stores.   
  
     I got to thinking about what has happened to our culture that we can’t take 
time to go to the store to buy something or take the time to go out to dinner? 
When did we get so pressed for time?  I guess we live in an age of immediate 
gratification.  We want instant messaging, instant coffee, instant breakfasts, 
and instant everything.   And, we are even willing to bend rules, ignore laws, and 
step on peoples toes to get what we want, when we want it.  We have to get 
where we are going faster, climb that corporate ladder faster, get our information 
faster, eat faster, stay connected longer, because, God forbid, we miss that photo 
of a friend eating dinner with friends.   In a day-and-time where nobody cares 
about speed limits and we live on our phones, why not instant delivery? 

  
      In this technology-centric world, you can get your clothes pressed in an hour, 
get fitted for quality eyeglasses in half that time, have a fresh hot pizza delivered 
to the house in 30 minutes, deposit a check in the bank with an app on your 
phone immediately, or get your email on your watch any time you want. Today, 
people demand quickness and convenience and with the right amount of money, 
they can usually find a way to get what they want, when they want. 
     
 Time, it seems, is the most marketable commodity of man today – mainly 
because we claim never to have enough of it.  Everyone is trying to figure out a 
way to save someone time.  And when they do, then tomorrow they will invent an 
app for that.  And what are we doing with all that time we are saving?  Curing 
cancer? Lengthening human life? With all this “time saving” there should be some 
measurable change in our lives, but there isn’t.   I can’t figure it out, can you? 
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      However, I have noticed that those expectations don’t spill over into our 
spiritual lives.   God doesn’t work according to deadlines, wants or desires.  His 
timing isn’t always our timing, but it is always perfect.  He will answer, and you 
will have His answer when you need it. 
      
     In the cover story of Guidepost magazine last year, Kristin Chenoweth, stage, 
screen and television actress, tells the story of a young couple who had a son and 
longed-for a daughter to round out their family.  The wife was told that she 
needed to have a hysterectomy and would not be able to conceive again. She and 
her husband put their names on every adoption list they could find but had not 
gotten any calls.  They both knew that the wait would be long, maybe forever.  
Still, they prayed and prayed for a little girl.  The day came when she checked into 
the hospital for her surgery. 
  
     At the very same hospital, a young unmarried flight attendant was about to 
give birth to baby that she planned to give up for adoption.  Her doctor had 
helped line up a loving couple to adopt and raise the baby.  Then, the wife of the 
adoption couple discovered, to her surprise, that she was pregnant.  “Please let 
the baby go to someone else,” she told her doctor.  The doctor went to talk to the 
young couple and asked them if they would like the baby. “You mean that we 
could have our new baby now?” they asked?  Absolutely, they were told.  And 
wouldn’t You know, that baby turned out to be a little girl.  “I went to the hospital 
to have a hysterectomy “, Kristin’s mother used to tell her, “and I came home 
with you.”  
  
     You have to marvel at how many people’s prayers were answered that day – 

Her parents, the couple who were originally going to adopt the baby, and the 

Birth mother’s.   
  
      No matter what you may be praying about, God hears your prayers.  
Sometimes His answer is no, sometimes yes, sometimes, not yet.  But you can be 
assured that God will answer you according to his infinite wisdom, impeccable 
timing, and boundless love. 
  
      But over the years, I've come to learn that there are conditions associated 
with prayers.  
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It says in John 15, verse 7 that, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done f or you." This is a great 
prayer promise! Ask for whatever you wish and it will be done for you!  But 
notice the condition placed upon this promise:  
 If you abide in me and my words abide in you. 

  
      The first condition appears to be that we must abide in Christ. In other words, 
we have to be believers. We must be in Christ and have Him abide (or remains) in 
us and we must follow his ways. I have found that the Bible is full of promises, and 
many of them seem to have been written, in my opinion, specifically for people 
who are believers.  I have a hard time believing that if someone would simply pick 
up a bible read something then try to claim what it promises, and then if it 
doesn't happen, the person may say, "The Bible isn't true."  What this person may 
not realize is that that particular promise was given for Christians, not just for 
anyone, especially non-believers. It's kind of like reading someone else's mail.  
We wouldn’t walk over to a neighbor's mailbox, take the mail out of the box, and 
read it because it wasn't meant f or us! 
 
      The second part of that phrase is that "His words must abide in us." If you 
know what Christ's words are through your reading and studying of the 
Scriptures, then you know that you are not going to be asking for foolish, selfish 
things. 

  
      When we ask God for things for the wrong reasons and that underlying reason 
is selfish, God won’t answer our prayers.  He told us so in the book of James.   He 
said, “You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your 
passions.”  James 4:3 He went on to say, "I will do whatever if you ask it in my 
name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  
You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. " 

  
      I think that we receive His grace because we obey His commandments 
and do what pleases Him. We can be a Christian in name only and not be 
living a life that is pleasing to God.  I know a Christian woman who left the 
church when she prayed for certain things and didn't get them. Someone in 
the Church at that time had the boldness to ask her if she was living in 
obedience to God at the time she asked. She said "No". She straightened 
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her life out and became active in the church again. She realized that it 
wasn’t the Bible that failed her; it was she that failed God as His spirit was 
not abiding in her when she asked. 
  
     I think that there is a rather common, sentimental notion today that God 
listens to everybody's prayers, no matter how we live.  When we pray, we expect 
God to hear us and answer us. But if you take time and read the Bible and 
research about God’s promises, you will find something different.  I interpret 
those conditions to mean that if I continue in live in willful sin it will keep me 
from having a healthy relationship with God and that, will hinder my ability to 
pray. I know that when find myself getting caught up in the trappings of the 
world, I don’t want to pray, attend church or talk to God. 
  
     A good friend of mine once told me this about prayers, “If you feel that God is 
giving you a “no” answer.  Think about what you asked for and how that request 
might be a “want” rather than a “need.” God doesn’t do wants.   But remember 
that it could be a  “at least not at the moment” answer because what seems like a 
“no” answer right now, might just be a “not yet.”  And if that is the case, you will 
discover, just as Kristin’s parents did, that the wait is well worth it. 
  
Just some Food for Thought 

 


